
pany medical and scientific advances 
and changes in healthcare system in 
African contexts. The main objectives 
of the Center  are: to promote re-
search in ethics by doing “action re-
search” in ethics; to train trainers in 
research ethics, methodology, monitor-
ing, auditing, organizational ethics, 
project management; to inform others 
of the operations of IRBs and Data and 
Safety Monitoring Boards; and  to 
enable colleagues to become familiar 
with the basic bioethical theories, prin-
ciples and guidelines so they may fur-
ther investigate and discuss their appli-
cation to locally relevant issues. 

Francis’ JH-FABTP practicum project 
involved an investigation of the roles of 
partners and relatives in the decision-
making process of research participants 
in Malawian malaria clinical studies. 
Findings from this study were recently 
published in the June 2008 issue of the 
Malawi Medical Journal.  

Francis Masiye         
2006 JH-FABTP Trainee  

Francis Masiye (JH-FABTP 2006) is 
currently working as a Clinical Trial 
Inspector for the College of Medicine, 
Research and Ethics Committee 
(COMREC) in Blantyre, Malawi.  After 
completing his training at Johns Hop-
kins, Francis underwent training in 
Clinical Trial Monitoring/Inspection in 
South Africa. His main duties include 
inspecting clinical trials approved by 
COMREC to ensure investigators/
researchers and their research teams 
are in compliance with local regula-
tory requirements, Good Clinical 
Practice (ICH GCP), and the currently 
approved protocol with amendments. 
He also pre-reviews research proto-
cols before COMREC meetings. He is 
additionally involved in training ethics 
committee members, researchers and 
medical students in Bioethics, Re-
search Ethics, Research Methodology 
and Good Clinical Practice.   

Francis also serves as a Research 
Associate for the Center for Bioethics 
in Eastern and Southern Africa 
(CEBESA). As a Research Associate, 

he is involved in conducting research 
on various topics in the areas of Re-
search Ethics (informed consent, 
disclosure) and Anthropology  
(cultural studies about African con-
cepts of science, research and ub-
untu). His scholarly interests are 
Bioethics, Research Ethics, Public 
Health, Medical Anthropology 
(African Anthropology) and Clinical 
Trial Monitoring.  

CEBESA is committed to helping 
health care professionals, students 
and policy makers explore the chal-
lenging ethical questions that accom-

This issue of the 
Bioethics Ex-
change includes 
descriptions of 
our June sessions 
with trainees 

from three different Fogarty bio-
ethics training programs.  The goal of 
all of our programs is to increase 
local capacity – in various regions- 
related to the ethics of research with 
humans.  A theme we emphasize to 
trainees every year is that part of 
professional development requires 
interaction with colleagues.  The 
smartest person in the world, sitting 
alone in a corner of the world, gen-
erally doesn’t improve his or her 
ethics thinking as much as someone 
who has the chance to talk through 

cases and ideas with colleagues – 
both colleagues who agree and col-
leagues who disagree with one’s own 
thinking. It is always a time of year 
we look forward to when we know 
that the master’s level trainees from 
the SARETI training program in 
South Africa will come to Johns 
Hopkins for a month of sustained 
interaction.  The SARETI trainees 
and the Johns Hopkins FABTP train-
ees live in the same apartment build-
ing for a month, attend the same two 
intensive 1-week classes, and partici-
pate in a series of seminars and “field 
trips” organized just for them.  This 
year, trainees met with officials from 
the Office for Human Research Pro-
tections as well as a senior ethicist 
from the FDA.  Also, of course, 

trainees got together for dinners, to 
watch football matches, and to do 
some US-based shopping.  And while it 
may sound silly to say it, the football 
and shopping are perhaps at least as 
important for their networking as 
attending the seminars together!  It is 
critical for all of us in bioethics to have 
colleagues, and for those colleagues to 
be familiar enough to us that we can 
send them a quick email to ask them to 
help us think through a tough case, or 
to ask them to come to our institution 
to give a guest lecture.  Community 
building is always a critical piece of our 
program’s mission within our program, 
but it is a goal we aspire to across 
Fogarty bioethics programs as well.  
 

Nancy Kass, ScD 
JH-FABTP Director 

Report from the Field: Enhancing Research Ethics in Malawi 
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Martin Nkematabong (FABTP) and 

Felix Chukwuneke (SARETI) at 

Georgetown University 

Fogarty programs “IRB” Convenes 

SARETI Trainees join FABTP in June! 
For the past six years, train-
ees from the Fogarty-funded 
South African Research Ethics 
Training Initiative (SARETI) 
have joined FABTP for an 
intensive June program in 
bioethics and research ethics 
at Johns Hopkins.  Training 
includes a week-long course 
at Georgetown University 
where trainees interact with 
globally renowned bioethi-

cists, a week-long intensive Johns 
Hopkins course on Ethics Issues in 

Research in Devel-
oping Countries 
(taught by Nancy 
Kass and Andrea 
Ruff), and numer-
ous other seminars 
and opportunities 
to interact with 
JHU faculty, staff,  
students, and bio-
ethics trainees 
from the Fogarty-
funded Middle East Research Eth-
ics Training Initiative (MERETI). 

This year, trainees also enjoyed a 
visit to the U.S. Office for Human 
Research Protections (OHRP) 
where they engaged in dialogue 
with OHRP’s executive core.  
Trainees also met with Dr. Robert 
“Skip” Nelson, bioethicist with the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA), enhancing their knowl-
edge of ethical and regulatory 
affairs involving the FDA.  

Perhaps the most valuable part of 
their stay in Baltimore was finding 
colleagues and friends so far from 
home.  FABTP trainees, faculty, 
and staff were delighted to host 
Lumuli, Nancy, Felix, and Boitu-
melo from the Fogarty SARETI 
program.  We look forward to 
seeing them at future bioethics 
events!  

University of Maryland, was circu-
lated beforehand, and the IRB 
convened on June 13 with over 25 
members in attendance.  After 

refreshments and introductory 
remarks, a lively moderated dis-
cussion ensued. The protocol 
under review received both strong 
critique and support.  Trainees 
quickly learned that being a mem-

Throughout the year, FABTP train-
ees observe actual JHSPH and JHMI 
Institutional Review Board (IRB) 
deliberations.  Past trainees have 
reported this to be a 
critically useful part of 
their training.  Addition-
ally, trainees participate 
in many exercises as part 
of a “mock IRB”, review-
ing cases and protocols 
following IRB proce-
dures.  The largest ex-
ample of this is a large-
group mock IRB session 
in June with participants 
from three Fogarty-
funded bioethics pro-
grams:  FABTP, MERETI, and 
SARETI (hosted this year at Johns 
Hopkins).    

This year, a protocol and review 
form, drafted by Dr. Henry 
Silverman and colleagues at the 

ber of an IRB not only requires 
knowledge of science and ethics, 
but also a strong understanding of 
administrative and procedural 

aspects of review.  
Ultimately, a relative 
consensus was reached, 
even if group delibera-
tions could have gone 
for several more hours!  
All participants respect-
fully engaged with each 
other, sharing similar 
and differing opinions, 
and uniting around the 
shared goal of improv-
ing the caliber of re-
search ethics in prac-

tice. We look forward to partici-
pating in the next convened meet-
ing of the Fogarty mock IRB! 

B I O E T H I C S  E X C H A N G E  
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Having completed the course compo-
nent of their training, trainees leave 
Baltimore with new friends, mentors, 
colleagues, and books!  Juliet, Martin 
and Solomon have been well pre-
pared to take on the task of pursuing 
bioethics and research ethics in chal-
lenging environments.  Each year we 
make a few more program changes 
to respond to any emerging chal-
lenges.  For many, the challenge is 
simply one of finding needed re-
sources and opportunities for col-
laboration.  JH-FABTP trainees 
should know that they have joined a 
network of willing colleagues across 
the globe who always look forward 
to an email or phone call.  We con-
nect trainees with other trainees and 
colleagues regularly and, of course, 
we ourselves plan to stay in touch 
and look forward to seeing you again 
soon in person. 

A special thank you to Amy Medley, 
Emma Tsui, and Amelia Greiner for 
teaching quantitative and qualitative 
methods seminars.  Drs. Jack Bryant, 
Suzanne Maman, Skip Nelson, and Ed 
Bartlett devoted time to our FABTP 
trainees, sharing insights, and provid-
ing mentorship.  Donna Hesson met 
with trainees to orient trainees to 
library resources.  Drs. Jeremy 

Sugarman, Ruth Faden, Maria Mer-
ritt, Vivian Go, Holly Taylor, and 
Andy Ruff of JHU were fabulous 
hosts and guest speakers.  JH-FABTP 
alumni provided words of advice and 
continued guidance. JHSPH and JHMI 
IRBs welcomed our trainees to 
observe and learn.  The NIH Fogarty 
International Center, NIH Depart-
ment of Bioethics, and faculty and 
staff of Georgetown’s IBC all deep-
ened the content of the training and 
provided support and commitment.  
Without all of you participation, this 
training program would not be pos-
sible.  

 

After completing six busy 
months of training in Balti-
more, the 2008 cohort of 
the JH-FABTP has returned 
home to implement their 
practicum projects and 
finish their training.  

Mrs. Juliet Katoba Ndhlovu 
returns to Lusaka, Zambia 
to assess institutional needs 
in research ethics at the 
University of Zambia and 
conduct  seminars and 
workshops on topics of 
interest.  Mr. Martin Nke-
matabong returns to Bamenda, Cam-
eroon to conduct a survey of media 
personnel on their views of research 
and research ethics, as well as to 
share his newly acquired knowledge 
with his colleagues in the media.  Dr. 
Solomon Kumbi Hawas returns to 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to assess the 
current practices and needs of the 
recently re-organized IRB of Addis 
Ababa University Medical Faculty.  
Dr. Kumbi also will work further on 
an HIV prevention study in Addis.   

Half way there!  2008 Trainees return home 

JH-FABTP trainees, instructors, and friends gather for an evening together 

Amy Medley, Martin Nkematabong and Juliet 
Katoba put their heads together in the 
qualitative methods seminar Martin Nkematabong shares his life experi-

ences and research plans with the Advisory 
Board of the Berman Institute of Bioethics 



Your comments about the current issue, and ideas for the next 
issue are what will keep the Bioethics Exchange an interesting 
and lively newsletter!! 
Please send contributions and suggestions to nkass@jhsph.edu 

We’re on the Web!
www.bioethicsinstitute.org 
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Upcoming Events 
PRIM&R Advancing Ethical Research Conference: Balancing the Needs of Human Subjects and Science, 17-19 Novem-

ber 2008, Orlando, Florida. 
The Ninth Global form on Bioethics in Research (GFBR9), 3-5 December 2008, Auckland, New Zealand. 
International Conference on Human Rights and Biomedicine,10-12 December 2008, Rotterdam, the Netherlands.  
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